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eight. According to the opinion of Colonel Buat, who was
one of the ablest French experts and officially, in charge of
• one section of the French General Staff, France would have
in 1914 a slightly larger army than Germany in the first
weeks of a war.246 The idea that Germany was overwhelm*
ingly superior in numbers in her invasion of Belgium .and
France in 1914 is a myth. In Russia also strenuous efforts
were being made to organize and train a greater number
of her vast population. The increases in Austria and Italy
were relatively slight. We refrain at this point from giving
any figures as to the relative size of armies and military
expenditures because, such figures are apt to be extremely
misleading. Figures comparing English and German naval
expenditures have no significance unless allowance is made
for the cheaper costs of construction in Germany and the
system of obligatory service instead of voluntary enlist-
ment. Similarly the size and strength of armies is not
indicated merely by the numbers of troops, but depends in
large part upon efficiency of equipment, rapidity of mobil-
ization, and other technical matters which would require
long comment if trustworthy and really just bases of
comparison are to be made. By the spring of 1914 aU these
armaments in progress of preparation had raised in both
Triple Alliance and Triple Entente a growing uneasiness
and suspicion. Everywhere thoughtful observers were
alarmed at the situation, but little was accomplished to
alleviate it. Colonel House went to Europe with the hope
of doing something about it, and wrote to President Wilson,
a month before the assassination of the Austrian Archduke:
The situation is extraordinary. It is militarism run stark
mad. Unless someone acting for you can bring about a dif-
ferent understanding, there is some day to be an awful
cataclysm. No one in Europe can do it. There *is too much
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